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future is largely a social and economic 
problem, but the report contains plenty 
of evidence that apparent ignorance and 
certain negligence of well established and 
easily observed health rules extend 
through all classes of the population. 

M. N. BAKER. 
Montclair, N .  J .  * 

THE CITY WORKERS’ WORLD IN AMERICA. 
By Mary Kingsbury Simkhovitch. 
New York: The Macmillan Company. 
Pp. 235. $1.25. 

Lest the author of this valuable little 
book is not as well known as she ought to  
be, it  would be proper to supplement its 
title by a descriptive clause. This might 
read, “As seen by a keen and sympathetic 
observer, who has had unusual opportuni- 
ties.” For Mrs. Simkhovitch, as a be- 
loved settlement worker, has long enjoyed 
the privilege of unusual intimacy with the 
“industrial families” whose viewpoint she 
describes. These families she defines as 
including, for the purposes of her book, 
“wage-workers of various sorts, ’’ but 
“ mainly foreigners,” “whose family income 
ranges from $1,500 down to the minimum 
of subsistence below which the family be- 
comes a public charge.” She does more 
than give their point of view. She turns 
upon it the clear light of a broad intellect 
familiar with the varied philosophic and 
economic theories of social students; she 
tests it by a sound Americanism, which 
desires not only happy individuals but 
good citizens of the republic; and she 
interprets it with sympathetic under- 
standing. The result is an interesting, 
unusual and exceedingly valuable series of 
brief essays descriptive of difierent phases 
of the industrial family’s contact with life. 
Of special$erest are the chapters entitled, 
“Education,” “At Work,’‘ “Leisure,” 
“Health” and “Politics.” 

The importance of such an analysis is 
expressed in the author’s comment that, 
‘ I  With the life of the industrial family in 
its whole cycle of home, work, leisure, and 
participation in the larger life of politics, 
and other human relationships, the deep- 
est hopes of all of us are intimately bound 

up.” It is encouraging then to note that 
Mrs. Sikhovi tch expresses the belief that 
“the American standard is in process of 
becoming secure on the three great sides 
of public health, public education and 
public recreation.”. She fmds its most 
serious menace in that rise of prices of 
which the effect is to lower wages. If, 
then, Mrs. S i o v i t c h  concludes, we 
wauld keep high the American standard 
of living, “the strengthening of organiza- 
tions whose function is to  raise wages is 
a social necessity.” Whether or not the 
reader accepts this and other conclusions, 
or draws different ones, he will enjoy and 
respect the close and sympathetic inter- 
pretation which this volume offers of the 
family life and viewpoint of a very large 
and important part of our urban popula- 
tion. 

CHARLES MULFORD ROBINSON. 
Rochester, N .  Y .  

II? 
AN INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATIONAL So- 

CIOLOQY. By Walter Robinson Smith, 
Kansas State Normal School, Emporia, 
Kansas. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Company. $1.75. 
Psychologists have hitherto dominated 

our educational theory and consequently 
our school systems have been designed to  
train the child as an individual for his 
own personal ends. Sociology, however, 
is quite as fundamental in modern educa- 
tion as psychology and a complete under- 
standing of the social factors involved 
would necessarily revolutionize our edu- 
cational systems. The schools, in other 
words, would become an instrument for 
the realization of social ideals. 

Dr. Smith has become deeply impressed 
with the idea of a socialized education 
and in order to interpret it to his college 
students he has written this textbook. 
The volume can hardly be considered a 
serious treatise on educational sociology. 
The f i s t  half consists of an elementary 
statement of some sociological principles, 
while the latter half reviews from the so- 
called social point of view, some of the 
familiar problems of educational organiza- 
tion and administration. 


